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SPOTLIGHT ON SALVADOR CASTRO                                         by Scott Pike 

When I first saw Salvador coming toward me wearing his straw hat, I was taken 

back to my youth, living in Montana.  Many of my father’s friends were 

ranchers and farmers, and straw hats were the summer fashion.  Here in 

Salvador’s village of Santa Maria Tzejá, it felt like summer.  The temperature 

was in the 90’s.  We found a shady place to sit and talk. 

Salvador is a 63 year old farmer who has lived in this, his village, since he was a 

teenager.  He was in the second group of pioneers to settle this area in about 

1971.  Back then getting here was not easy.   

“We, (men, women and children), walked over the mountains on a jungle path 

that had to be cleared with machetes.  It took 7 days to make the trip,” 

Salvador told me.  They arrived to a place they had never seen before, carrying 

everything they owned and needed on their backs.  The jungle heat and 

humidity was quite different from the mountainous country they had been 

living in.  “It took some getting used to,” he said with a smile. 

But, for the opportunity to own his own land, it was all worth it.  No more 

plantation work picking coffee 12 hours a day or spending much of the year 

farther south toiling on the sugar cane plantations, earning barely enough to 

feed and clothe a family.  The trip over the mountains was a chance to be free 

of the slave driving plantation owners. 

Now, fast forward through 48 years of clearing the land, building houses from 

the jungle, establishing a farm to grow his family’s food, raising children, fleeing 

to Mexico during a civil war, and returning 12 years later to start over again.   

A few years ago Salvador met a new challenge.  His eyesight began to 

progressively fail.  The 1 ½ hour walk on the rutted path to his farmland was 

often interrupted by falls, and seeing friends a short distance away was 

difficult.   

He had heard about Enfoque Ixcán, the eye care service for the Ixcán region of 

Guatemala.  The nearest eye doctor was about 6 hours away and costly for 

people like him who had no money for luxuries such as eye care.   

Enfoque Ixcán has trained local people to perform basic eye care testing and 

had made arrangements with a Guatemalan eye clinic, called Visualiza, which 

provides inexpensive professional care for the poor. 

Last November, Salvador joined a group of 25 people from the Ixcán region.  

One of Enfoque Ixcán’s eye health promoters, Felipe, escorted them for  
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SPOTLIGHT ON SALVADOR CASTRO… Continued from page 1 

cataract surgeries.  

Enfoque Ixcán, pays 

$125, half of the cost of 

the 5-hour bus trip, a 

hotel room for 2 nights 

and the surgery.  

Salvador’s cost was 

about $35. 

Salvador exclaimed, “Now I see like I did when I was young!”  He plans to have 

surgery on his other eye with the next group going in May.  As I watched 

Salvador briskly walk away, it was hard to imagine that 3 months ago he was 

literally blind and unable to walk on his own. 

The kind and generous support from donors like you make these miracles 

happen for Salvador and his neighbors in Ixcán.   THANK YOU!  

J. Eric Anderson 

Dr. Shannon Currier 

Suzanne Johansen 

James Harrison Pike II 

Joene Pike 

Connie Running 

Dr. Craig Stout 

Enfoque Ixcán  

Dr. Scott Pike, president 

Dwight Fleck, treasurer 

Dr. Brian Arvidson, secretary 

Ali Durbin, member 

Dr. Cristin Mattione, member 

Amanda Terhes, member 

                                              WHEN IS IT TIME TO HAVE CATARACT SURGERY? 

This is a question most cataract patients ponder over, often with fear and trepidation about someone cutting 

on their eye.  Do I wait until my night driving is scary for my wife?  Is it time when I can no longer see the little 

box with the soccer score on the television? 

Well, I heard a new one on my last trip to Ixcán, Guatemala, and this may be the best yet.  An elderly farmer 

knew his sight was failing due to cataracts.  Seeing his friends’ faces was hard.  He had trouble on the rutted 

path to his farmland.  It was an hour walk and he would often stumble and fall. 

One day while walking carefully along the path he noticed someone had left a metal pipe on the path.  “Why 

would anyone do this?” he thought.  So, he stopped to pick it up.  He didn’t need one more thing to trip him. 

The metal pipe turned out to be a snake!  Although it was poisonous, he reacted quickly and no harm was 

done to him or the snake.  When he got home, he called Felipe, at Enfoque Ixcán, to find out when the next 

surgical trip would be.  (Not soon enough!)  He now goes to and from his farmland with confidence.             

Now you know when it’s time… 

CLINIC PROGRESS 

You did it!!         Last year Enfoque Ixcán reached out to you to help raise $10,000 for our new clinic building.  

Together we smashed it, raising closer to $11,000.  I swear Enfoque Ixcán has the BEST donors in the world.  

You have invested in our cause and we work every day to make sure your donations 

are spent wisely and efficiently for the good people of Ixcán, Guatemala. 

It was 2013 when we started planning for our own clinic building.  We never 

expected that 6 years later we would still be planning.  This was supposed to be a 2 

year project. 

The latest twist on the journey’s path is that we now may have 2 places to build. One 

is the land given to us by the Municipal government and the other is on the campus 

of the new Ixcán hospital, which is presently under construction.      (cont’d on pp 4) 

Typical landscape farmers traverse to reach their parcela (farm) 

**Don’t forget to go to 

Amazonsmile.com,    

select Enfoque Ixcán, so 

a percentage of each of 

your purchases supports 

EI’s efforts. ** 
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2018 HONORED    

DONORS 

Ainsworth United Church of 
Christ 

Amazon Smile 

J. Eric Anderson 

Dr. Brian & Ashley Arvidson 

Dr. Ed Baer 

J. R. & S. B. Ball 

Joannah Ball 

Rev. Cathy Barker 

Dr. Jamie Barney 

Bausch Foundation 

Peter & Susan Belluschi 

Vasu Berger 

Evelyn Bergstrom 

Dr. Deborah Billings 

Judith & Bruce Bishop 

Dr. Norma Bowyer 

Aaron Bryan 

Jean Bucciarelli 

Kathleen Casey 

Dr. Linda Casser 

Dr. Larry & Dee Clausen 

Dr. Christi Closson 

Dr. Kenneth Corliss 

Carol & Dr. Wade Covil 

Teri & Ryan Cummings 

Terri Denney  

Dr. Devin & Susan Despain 

Joy Downs 

Robert Dueltgen 

Ali Durbin & Edwin Canil 

Dr. Jerry & Kirsten Durbin 

Spencer Durbin 

Dr. Phillip & Janet Favero 

Dwight & Patricia Fleck 

Dr. Vicky & John Graham 

Havre Optometric Clinic 

Dr. John & Sherry Hayes 

Leah Henriksen 

Mario Hollemans 

Dr. Gregory Hom 

Drs. Rosiland Hursh & Lorne 
Yudcovitch 

Caryl & Dave Johnson 

Linda Keast 

Nader & Martha Khoury 

Dr. Beth Kinoshita 

Lawrence & Valerie Kistler 

Cyra Koupal 

Elizabeth Krysiak 

Dr. Esther Lan 

Dr. David Langford 

Sarah & Donald Libby 

Jorge Lopez 

Dr. J.P. & Priscilla Lowery 

Dr. Jessica Lynch 

Monica Marvin 

Dr. James McAndrew 

Dr. Kevin McBride 

Bruce McCrae 

Linda McCrae 

Maureen McCrae & Bev 
Knight 

Susan & Tom McNeice 

Brenda Metzler & Dave 
Castenon 

Frederick & Elizabeth Moder 

Panvadee & Michael Moore 

Viki Mulick 

Elaine Murphy 

Phyllis Nielsen 

William & Catherine Ososke 

Dr. Jenna Pike 

Dr. Scott & Joene Pike 

Dr. Dennis & Sharon 
Poffenroth 

Pauline Berryman Powell 

Dr. Deepa Rao & Prantik 
Nag 

Dr. Lee Ann & Dan 
Remington 

Nick & Luciene Rhind 

Traci Richardson 

Gretchen & Thomas Roa 

Margaret Robinson 

Claude & Lisette Romig 

Rotary International 

Homer & Karla Rowley 

Constance Rumer 

Patricia Rumer 

Connie & Steven Running 

Dr. Doug & Peggy Safley 

Tami Sato 

Dave Schindler 

Kevin and Ann Schultis 

Dr. Robert Slavin 

Rhey Solomon 

Erika Steiner 

Dr. Joseph Steiner 

Dr. Scott & Judith Stewart 

Dr. Craig & Maydeen Stout 

Lynne Swenson 

Kay & Clark Taylor 

Max & Roxann Tenscher 

Amanda & Dr. John Terhes   

Carol Terhes 

Ainsworth Thursday 
Fellowship & Service 

Julie Titus 

Patricia Todd & Ken Hanson 

Janice & Mikell Unruh 

Dr. Elizabeth Davis & Rick 
Wallace 

Jack & Peggy West 

Susan Woods     

Dr. Thomas Wright & Carol 
Halverson 

Dr. Phil Zapf                  

THANK YOU! 
You’re all Stars, in 

our Eyes! 
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Return Service Requested 

CLINIC PROGRESS … Continued from page 2                                                 

The hospital ground was where we originally intended to 

build, but due to government corruption (someone was 

skimming money off the hospital construction budget) the 

project was delayed for 3 years.  We looked for and found a 

new location, the Municipal land. 

As we were preparing to build on the donated land, the 

public health people got word that resumption of the construction of the hospital was imminent.  This location 

is preferable to Enfoque Ixcán due to accessibility, security and cost issues. 

So, just to keep you in the know, our board of directors has not planned any meetings at exotic, beachfront 

locations or granted any executive bonuses.  The money for the clinic is in the bank waiting for a decision 

regarding our building site.  We will start construction as soon as we are able to reach agreeable terms with the 

Ministry of Health.  Failing that, we will build on the Municipal land. 

Either way, the end is in sight.  What looked like a 2 year project, then looked like a lifetime project, is now 

right around the corner.  [Fingers crossed]  Thanks for investing in and trusting Enfoque Ixcán with your 

donations.  In the 6 years of this clinic project, your donations have also funded 519 eye surgeries and made 

Enfoque Ixcán a success in every way.                         YOU ARE THE BEST! 

Discussing possibly building the clinic on hospital land.  


